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masses any right to the physical basis of life in this world is also
the philosopher whose authority darkens to many the hope of life
hereafter	
What gives additional interest to the matter is that Mr. Spencer
makes no change in his premises, but only in his conclusion, and
now, in sustaining private property in land, asserts the same prin-
ciple of equal liberty from which he originally deduced his con-
demnation	
Not only do I hold the opinion which Mr. Spencer now contro-
verts, but I have been directly and indirectly instrumental in giving
to his earlier conclusions a much greater circulation than his own
books would have given them. It is due, therefore, that I should
make his rejections of those conclusions as widely known as I can,
and thus correct the mistake of those who couple us together as
holding views he now opposes.
One day while George was sitting in his shirtsleeves laboring
over the proofs of this book, Peter Burt arrived unexpectedly
from Glasgow at The Standard office. Burt was a young Scots-
man who had traveled about Scotland with George and re-
garded himself as a devoted follower of the American economist.
Completely forgetful of time and space, George greeted him as
though he were a daily visitor, "Hello, Burt!" he exclaimed. "I've
fairly flayed this fellow [Spencer] alive!"
George himself had had many critics in his controversial life-
time. Obviously, he could not reply to them all. But in answer
to an attack in the September, 1890, issue of Nineteenth Cen-
tury, he hit back at Professor Thomas F. Huxley, his critic,
through the character of "Professor Bullhead" in the satire
entitled "Principal Brown" at the end of the book.
He also devoted a long chapter to the injustice o£ ^com-
pensation of landowners if their exclusive ownership be
abolished." He had touched on this subject in Progress and
Poverty but here he treated it at greater length.
A Perplexed Philosopher was widely read. But it was not as
widely read nor was it translated into as many languages as
George's other books. Incidentally, it brought no response of
any kind from Herbert Spencer.
Shortly before the publication of A Perplexed Philosopher
George reached the conclusion that The Standard had become
too much of a burden, financially and otherwise. He preferred,
"in any case, to devote his energies to other projects. And so he

